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years sufficed; and when Sambhaji again became actively
hostile, Balaji had restored order in Shahu's dominions.

It must, however, be admitted that Balaji's new troops
did not meet with immediate success. But that was rather
the general's fault than theirs. In the cold weather of
1711 the king ordered Balaji to reduce Damaji Thorat.
Balaji with Ambaji Puranclare as his lieutenant led out his
troops against the robber baron of Hingangaon, But they
allowed themselves to be outwitted. Damaji Thorat pro-
fessed himself willing to lay down his arms and invited
the two commanders to enter his castle at Hingangaon
and discuss with him the terms of surrender. He swore
by the holy Bel tree and the hardly less holy Jthandar* or
turmeric that he would allow them to enter and leave
Hingangaon unharmed, Balaji and Puranclare thinking
that no Hindu would dare break so binding a contract,
went to the freebooter's castle and were at once thrown
into a dungeon. To their remonstrances Damaji Thorat
with odious levity replied that tho Bel was after all but a
tree and that every day all of them ate turmeric* For
himself ho attached no importance to such a promise. At
the same time he threatened to put over their heads l>ags
of hot ashes unless they speedily paid him a large ransom.
Tho nows of their confinement reached the king who paid
the ransom and obtained their releases.

Balaji undaunted by this mishap, planned next the
reduction of Krishnarao of Khatao. Before, however, he
set his forces in motion, he resolved, if it were humanly
possible, to win over to Shahu's Bide Parashuram Trimbak
the Pratinidhi, Ever since the fall of Satara that gallant
soldier had languished in prison. For on his return from
his mission to Ohandrasen Jaclav, the king had made him
go back to his dungeon in Satara. At Balaji'B advice the
king released Purashuram and entrusted to him the groat
fort of Vishalgad and the surrounding country, Parashuram
sent his eldest son Krishnaji to assume charge of his now

* Bel and BHandar arc both sacred to the god Khandofoa of Jejuirt